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Eldorado
Faceoff

Which is bt’ttﬂ" afac -ong1nall ¥,
1958 Cadillac Fldorado Brougham I8
or a thoughtfully modified 1957 vers!on{}

WORDS AND HIGWGRAPH? BY JEFF KOCH .
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We say “had

he preparation of this

In their day, Cadillac’s Fldorado Brougham was as good as

¢ motoring got. The Brougham was meant to put Cadillac
€ lop of the car-world’s pecking order—and deliver a good,
I slap to Ford and its premium priced Continental Mkll in the
cess. In an era when Rolls-Royces cost $10.000 the Eldorado
pham started at $13,074. There were choices

[h!l[llitllilf
nterior upholstery, for t"mrnplli

but no options
Design head Harley Earl combined features from a « ouple
Motorama show cars including the 1953 Orleans, which
iged the panoramic windshield and the pillarless four-door
dtop/suicide rear-door configuration, and the El Camino
oupe concept ot 1954, which gave us the brushed stainless
eel roof. Making the “Florentine” roof a styling feature made
e sense. At 55%z-inches high, the Eldorado Brougham was
) /2-inches lower than a contemporary Series 62. The
lorado Brougham's body was also 2':-inches narrower. Doors
hed onto a stubby pillar barely a foot high, helping maximize
it rear legroom was availab

1.
A tubular X-frame was developed to work with the industry’s
t production self-leveling air suspension (replacing springs
vith intlatable rubber bags), in conjunction with America’s first

T N e

The Eldorado Brougham's

leather interior greeted
driver and passenger
alike with open arms, er,
we mean doors.

production four-link rear suspension. New low profile 8.40-15
LS. Royal high-speed-rated white stripe tires rolled on custom
15 x b Kelsey-Hayes forged-aluminum wheels. The higher roll
center, lower center of gravity, shorter wheelbase (126 inches
versus 129Y%; on Series 62 Cadillacs), air suspension, standard
61-inch tread, and sped 1al tires combined to offer ( adillac-levels
ot driveability in a more controllable and dvnamic package

Of course, power steering, brakes, windows, locks, and
front seat with “favorite position” programming, along with air
conditioning were standard-issue on the Eldorado Brougham
S0 was the ability to open, close, and lock the trunk via controls
trom the glove compartment. The rear doors had switches in
them that prevented the transmission from shifting into a driving
gear while they were open, and they automatically locked while
driving. What's more, every Eldorado Brougham was delivered
with a tull vanity set, including four metal drink tumblers and
magnetic tray in the glovebox, along with a tissue holder and
Cigarette case. An Evans compact case also included a comb
mirror, Cigarette case, lipstick, coin holder, and powder. In the
rear, a special compartment contained a small leather notebook
with Cross pencil, beveled mirror, and a perfume atomizer with

Frameless windows, no B-pillar,
and only a 14-inch center stub
to attach the doors allows a
clean, unfettered view of the
Eldorado Brougham's interior.
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vear and 304 tor 1958 1 | only real vear-to-vear difference

between them, beyond a revised color palate and minor trim up
;;i.ltit“-u were engine specs. both vears used 365-cu.in. V-8s |”L’Iik'l.1
to LM's tour-speed Hydra-Matic automatic transmission. but the
7 model used dual four-barrels and 10:1 compression, for 325
rated horsepower; the ‘58 version switched to a trio of two-barrel
carbs with compression bumped a quarter point, and was rated
at 335 hp. Engines were sound-tested, and only the most silent
powerplants were chosen for Brougham duty
Ihe Eldorado Brougham was a monument of up-to-the
moment rocket-age technology, a spare-no-expense flagship that
ven with a $13,000-plus base price, still cost Cadillac $10,000
er car to build. But that technology 1s now 60 vears old, and ac
dents and entropy happen. (Just look at the “before” photo of the
navy blue ‘57 car below.) When just 400 were built, and « omplete
irs regularly sell for six figures on the auction circuit parts can

\S a parts-car, the ‘57 Eldorado lacked the

D& hard o come by
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muftlers release back pressure
A variable-ratio steering bo

lac, quickened up steering from
The power booster is from a mid
dppropriate, it not era correct. Tl
on Broughams and on ’70s CM:q
a chromed 120-amp Delcotron alternator, The 12-inch-diameter
tour-wheel-drum brakes remain, but the Bendix system was €
placed with a more ¢ ontemporary master cylinder and booster s
the newer dual reservoir master becomes something of a safety
vacuum to electric control.
The air bags that allowed the low stance were long gone, and
rather than replace them with one of the modern airbag system>
that have {ivwlnpn_?:l In the last few decades, builder Ling was
authorized to use a set of four Ser les 62 springs with oné and a

ed from a 1976 Cadil

ns lock-to-lock to 2.

adillac—still marque
sive generator, used only
r homes, was replaced by

leature., ‘l.*l."lpi.'rm were converted from

halt coils removed and one-inch rubber spacers atop each.

'he HVAC system was incredibly complicated, and was
neatly sorted out. The original car had three heater cores: one
n the air-conditioning system, and one under each side of the
front seat, to warm the toes of rear-seat passengers in winter, The
rear-seat heaters were eliminated. As the builder suggests, “It was
a lot of weight in water alone, and in Arizona, we don't get the
opportunity to use "'em much anyway.” The original (“marginal
at best,” says the builder) air-conditioning system was removed
and replaced with a Vintage Air system. The unit is designed to
mount under the dash, with the new heater core and evaporator,
but to keep the interior looking factory-correct, the system runs
diagonally from the fender behind the glovebox into the car, with
controls re-engineered to work with the factory controls. The
fiberglass plenum that fed the dash vents would often leak, result-
ing in a chilled ice box of a glove compartment, but little cool air
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Few original pieces were with this resurrected parts car,
so more cost-effective modifications were approved:
FAST EFI fuel injection, Vintage Air, an alternator, a

modern brake booster and master cylinder, and a quicker
steering box are among the changes carefully hidden
under the hood. Valve covers are more visible now, so

the reliefs are picked out in white.

for inside the car, so the builder fabricated ducting from two-inch
black PVC pipe, which helped increase air velocity significantly
The return hose was set up to pull fresh air from the cowl vent
The body and interior were restored to their former glory —

no updates there, beyond RM Limco Navy Blue paint and a
leather dash pad to replace the vinyl pad on the original Cadil-
lac. Linq recreated the optional, less-common, fragile sheepskin
flooring. These were restored to look and act as new—you could
never tell that they weren’t. But changes abound inside—all

of them invisible. The lighter seat trolley from a 1971 Cadillac
was substituted for the complicated '50s-built unit. According

to Ling, “the ‘71 unit is simpler and actually works. The factory
memory function only remembers where it broke in 1959." Simi-
larly, the starter interlock, rendering the car immobile if the rear
doors were open, was discarded in the name of ightness and
modernization. Overall, Ling's build removed about 350 pounds
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