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The "Camel" prototype. Distinguishing features include the
two-tone color scheme, the traditional Lancia shield-shaped
grille, and the split bumpers with recessed turn signals.
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molding.

The GTZ. Note the "double bubble" roof, the covered
headlights, the fins on the rear fenders, and the body side

History of the Appia Zagato — Jeff Burk

In 1955, Lancia's ill-fated Grand
Prix venture was over and the company
was in serious financial trouble. The
Turin plant had 5,000 employees, but
less than 6,000 cars were to leave the
factory that year. The Aurelia B12
Sedan was discontinued, leaving only
three models in production: the Aurelia
B20 Coupe, the B24 Spider/Convert-
ible, and the 1st Series Appia Sedan. It
had become vitally important to in-
crease production and draw more cus-
tomers into the showrooms.

The new Technical Director, Anto-
nio Fessia, sought to breathe new life
into the Appia by designing an im-
proved 2nd Series Sedan, introduced in
1956. At the same time, a special Appia
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chassis platform (Type BH12.00/01)
was developed for Coachbuilder's
prototypes. Finished designs were
submitted by such famous carrozzieri
as Pininfarina, Vignale, Allemano,
Ghia, Boano, Motto, and of course
Zagato. The production models of the
Pininfarina Coupe, Vignale Lusso, and
Vignale Convertible came as a direct
result of these prototypes.

The Zagato design, nicknamed the
"Camel" due to its distinctive humps
on the hood, roof, and trunk lid, did not
make it into production. But Zagato did
not give up: a completely redesigned
version, the GTZ, went into limited
production in 1957, to be followed by
yet another version, the GT, in 1958.

B RIS

taken January 1990 by Jeff Burk.

The author's Appia Zagato GTE under restoration at Pete Lovely Racing. Photo

Approximately 75 cars had been built
by September 1958 when the body was
once more modified to become the GTE
(Gran Turismo Esportazione).

Zagato was obviously a very prolific
designer, this being the fourth version
in less than three years! The GTE was
a particularly attractive design, quite
similar in appearance the early Flam-
inia Zagato, with its graceful curves
and headlights faired in behind plexi-
glass covers. About 35 of the early
GTE's were imported into the US dur-
ing 1959 and 1960 by the Hoffman
Motor Company in New York, retail-
ing for a little over $4500 at that time.

According to the best figures now
available, the first 167 GTE's had cov-
ered headlights. In July 1960 the nose
was modified slightly to eliminate the
headlight covers, and the next 144 cars
were produced in this style. In March
1961 the final version of the Appia
Zagato, the Sport, entered production.
This model had a wheelbase 160 mm
shorter than the GTE, a more rounded
tail, and headlights mounted flush on
the nose. 200 of these were made;
production ceased in September 1962.

There were many minor variations
on the various models, e.g. grills,
bumpers, door handles, and lighting
equipment. All of the cars were left
hand drive 2 seaters with all aluminum
bodies.

Zagato did not have the capacity to
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have been redesigned.

The GT. The fins are gone, and the headlights and turn signals

The GTE (late). The headlights have been moved slightly

forward and are no longer covered.

produce a large number of bodies; the
total output was less than 600 units
from 1956 to 1962. Although few were
made, it helped to give the small Appia
model a sporting image not previously
enjoyed, and brought favorable public-
ity to the marque during a troubled
period in its history.

While the Series 2 Appia Sedan
engine developed 43.5 BHP, the Type
814.00 engine used in the Zagatos gave
54 BHP at first, later raised to 60 BHP
through changes in carburation, mani-
folding, cylinder head, and pistons; top
speed was 93 and 100 MPH respec-
tively. Dry weight was under 1800
pounds thanks to the aluminum body,
hand formed over "bucks" in the Zagato
tradition. A great number of the me-
chanical parts came directly from the
Sedan, and were subject to the change
from Series 2 to Series 3 at chassis
#2756 in May 1959. Due to the lighter
weight, the front and rear springs were
slightly different from the Sedans, and
the final drive ratios were modified to
take advantage of the better aerody-
namics.

Right from the start, the Zagatos

The GTE (early). One of Zagato's pre
inches high it's 8 inches lower than the Appia Sedan. Note the
covered headlights and flush-mounted door handle.

ttiest designs, at 40

were popular for racing in the "up to
1150 cc" classes in Italy. Engine tuniers
such as Nardi, Facetti, and Degrada
were eventually able to get 75 BHP or
more from highly modified units. A
few streamlined "Berlinetta Specials"
were produced for competition, and
had very satisfactory results in class.
The Appia Zagato took the Italian GT
title for "up to 1150 cc" three years
running, from 1959 to 1961, and com-
peted with some success in numerous
road races and hillclimbs through 1963.
A pair of GTE's were entered in the
1959 12 Hours of Sebring, one of them
co-driven by Walter Cronkite; they
finished 35th and 40th in a field of 65.

The competition cars were usually
fitted with special racing seats, plexi-
glass side and rear windows, and light-
weight wheels.

A few of the cars are still involved in
vintage racing events across the coun-
try, notably the examples of Anatoly
Arutunoff, Dan Gardner, and Jarl de
Boer.

As with most special-bodied Lan-
cias, rust has taken a fearsome toll over
the years with the Appia Zagatos. The

look. The headlights are no longer recessed, and the rear
roofline is different.

electrolytic reaction of water, steel
chassis, and aluminium body causes
massive corrosion in the sills, floorpan,
and door frames, necessitating com-
plex (and expensive!) fabrication work
to rectify the damage. While most
mechanical parts can be renewed rea-
sonably easily, it is virtually impos-
sible to locate body and trim items if
they are missing or damaged.

Approximately 40 Appia Zagatos
are known fo exist in the United States
today, but it is likely that less than half
of them are in running condition. There
are several restorations in progress, and
hopefully these cars can be saved.

Inrecent times the (advertised) value
of the cars has risen dramatically. Only
a few years ago a decent, running ex-
ample could be purchased for about
$5,000 asking price for a first-rate ex-
ample today is approaching $50,000!

The cars are largely unknown to the
average enthusiast. To the best of my
knowledge there has never been a road
test or feature article in any American
magazine, so they remain a "hidden
treasure".

Lanciana:

APRIL 1990

- 7



l

9ood glass, atc, It ;
. t just wasn!
it Broperiy cared fgr
and wasn't Tustproofed
at all .

If you

Kind Tegards,

{ = =
o oo

Jeff Burk

PO Box 1321
Milton, wa. 98354

,e; — .
(206) 922-5232






LU -,._:_._: u RELL T I TR T T TTR T i
L0 I 1 SR L LTI UTUES T .sou....._.ﬂ.:
1

O L I T AT T T
L LR TN

RL LU T 1
SLLULINTUTI A0y
SRl WAy o

-]

sl pun Suppang e -

LT LLTCITT
WP SWaapAan a0 Hine day

oy = e = odno)) spoaguos P spuammagNag < oy Ny

SR ONONC

/_

.&\QQ ¥ 00 /b

&l) |
w _E_ » OBLY & 00'VIR " LOW

X

| | gF) —So'7.
(wodg) , ¢O01 4 SO'TIR
| (odnoy) , g16¥ . VOTIY
(TLD) «926F « 0TI
(ossy) ., GISH » G028
(SIqUIAUO))) . FL6T » T0°C1Y

pods pue pegto

€@y (5) G @/@ ®)

HALIC |

Juonnpeduwos surd
U3 Yl Jo JILL [} uo paredo]
ate[d oyl wo wmoys ospe st U
flpuuoq 9yl Iapun ‘pawoqrsep
9yl Jo oxuad oyl v poduels
SI JaquInu  WOLEIYLIUIPL S,

SISSBYD - LY “Suq

adnoe )

w

LN

SEH L H 90s) oS o1 Jo api il
p wo podwegs s1opue gorprg Xyead oyl sey asquunu wonwauap wiy |

auriugg

STOMENOD ANV SINAWAMISNI

avd L

J0 NOLLVO)IMLLNHAT




81

(*19/% {w10NJ0JIIEND, WOIS )

*03g6uUN] 18 3jusweleuo|ziodouds
ocusw ayasad 3I)joasdeid nid ojjadse un By nidods,
2] ‘140332l0.d 19p BUOZ B]]3U BIBILIPOW IJUMBALT

W3 42 1P »3LDs B11SP B3JOD
nid 3 ,3dods, @) 218303 P2ZAYBUN) UL Ad2AUL Igg'2
@ |g'Z'w ep)'wd gz 1p @ ossed jap auoiznpid 7

*p3@1240998 ossed |1} @ djoAllou nid suoizeaouul B
aA0 ‘0318687 ¥ @InAcp auduwes ‘,3Jods eiddy, un aydue
gsJnposd siouey ®) ,319 eiddy, eiou B11® a43j0

- 018104020y 0SSEd € ,3Jods eiddyu,]

°UOT3EUTQWOD JID33JINGIEa S5QJQ9E I=393M
pue sutbus gHE 09 843 SnBY y3og s,319 I=23eT pue jIodg Byl

*jJomApog
ay3 ojuT passagal ale 3Ey3 sdnoxbf 3yBTT JOuTw IEAI pUB JUOT4
pue ‘assou ayjy uo 3dtJoas ,jaodg etddy, ‘sIspual syj uo sabpeqg

wZu 843 puTysg pajunow sIajeadal IO3EITPUT padeys doapieay
igqyBTTPEsy palanosun pIiemiog-3a8s ay3 AQ PaTITIUSPT a3q Aew 3T
ing ‘uoTsJan z 319 Sy3 Y3TM PSSNU0D SaWT3BWOS ST JI0dg Ay

*sadA3 snotnaxd ayi a)TTUn °TEIOTIUSPT

ATTEN3ITA axsm TTY °3L19 343 40 UOTSIaA 3seT ayj apisbuote
ATTET3ITUT ‘Zgg| Isquaidag 03 |96L UYd3el woly potzad ayj ut
spew sIam gpz °T8pow STY3 03 anbTun ‘SptgLB uotjeubtsap ayz
uanth pue ‘,g 3noge Aq psuajIoys sem STSSEYD saTIag pag ayl
*aJ0dg ay3 o3juT panTona ATTeuty ojebez etddy sy3 ‘961 UI

uwl¥0dSu 34l

ul¥d0dSa

3HL

AHO1SIH




0¢




	Lanci Appia Zagato Sport
	LAZS

