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Tinseltown
Speed, style, and star power are in the DNA of this 1971 

Husqvarna 250 Cross. Originally owned by Hollywood film icon 

Steve McQueen, this bike is the kind of valuable collector’s 

item that results when movies and motorcycles collide — 

proverbially, of course.

McQueen, once deemed the highest-paid actor in the world, 

rose to fame in the 1960s and 70s by making a name for himself 

not only at the box office but also on the dirt track. An avid car 

and motorcycle enthusiast from early on, McQueen competed 

in a multitude of national and international races and often 

allowed his driving experiences to follow him onto the silver 

screen, as evidenced by his roles in The Great Escape, Bullitt, 

and Le Mans, as well as his inclusion in the documentary On 

Any Sunday.

Typical of your average enthusiast, McQueen made it obvious 

both on-set and in real life that he preferred certain sets of 

wheels over others. The actor notoriously favored Triumph and 

Honda motorcycles and even appeared in a promotional video 

for the latter. However, when Swedish brand Husqvarna arrived 

in the United States, he developed a taste for the bikes, and 

they quickly became his favorite. McQueen purchased th 250 

Cross featured in this auction in October 1971 using the name 

of his Hollywood production company, Solar Productions. It 

has been beautifully preserved over the years, and other than 

some paint loss on the front fender, the motorcycle remains in 

excellent condition both cosmetically and functionally.
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Below: Actor and former owner of the 1971 Husqvarna 

250 Cross, Steve McQueen, on the August 1971 cover 

of Sports Illustrated. Right: McQueen riding the 

Swedish dirt bike.



I right away went over to see this girl 

I was dating to show it to her. When 

she saw it, she said, ‘You don’t expect 

me to ride around with you on that?’ 

Well, I sure enough did. The girl went, 

but the bike stayed.

Above: McQueen with the 1971 

Husqvarna 250 Cross.
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I M P O R TA N T  Y E A R S

1 9 5 0 Steve McQueen purchases his first motorcycle, a 1946 

Indian Chief.

1 9 6 3 After earning a gold medal at the 1963 ISDT (now the 

ISDE and commonly referred to as the Olympics of 

motorcycling) in Czechoslovakia, Bud Ekins, a stuntman 

and friend of McQueen's, makes plans with the actor to 

put together a U.S. team for the 1964 event.

1 9 6 4 The Vase Team — comprised of McQueen, Bud 

Ekins, Bud's brother Dave, Cliff Coleman, and 

reserve rider John Steen, all of whom compete on 

Triumph motorcycles — participates in the 1964 

ISDT in Germany. The multi-day event proves to be a 

disappointing, yet unforgettable, first experience for 

Team USA, with both McQueen and Bud Ekins facing 

major setbacks. (McQueen damages his bike too 

severely to finish the race, and Bud breaks his ankle; 

however, both Dave Ekins and Cliff Coleman go on to 

win individual gold medals.)

1 9 7 1 Solar Productions, McQueen's production company, 

purchases the 1971 Husqvarna 250 Cross (Frame #MI-

4473 and Engine #254319) for $898.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  McQueen raced under the name Harvey Mushman, though his career was 

far from covert. The last Husqvarna of his to hit the auction block was a 1971 400 Cross model. It 

sold recently, setting a world record when it went for an impressive $230,500.
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S T E V E  M c Q U E E N

W H E N  H E  D I S C O V E R E D

R I D I N G  I N  T H E  D I R T :

You know that cliff that leads down from Mulholland 

to Sepulveda? Well, I was riding along Sepulveda with 

Dennis Hopper when we saw these guys bopping and 

bumping through the weeds near there, off the road. It 

was Keenan Wynn and another guy on these strange 

machines, dirt bikes they called them. We asked Keenan 

if he could climb that cliff. ‘Watch this,’ he says. 

Varoom! Right up to the top. Dennis and I were standing 

there with our eyes out to here. The very next day I 

went out and bought me a 500-cc Triumph dirt bike.
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