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R I D E  L I K E

Royalty
Meet the Limousine deVille, an award-winning 1934 Rolls-Royce 

Phantom II  that's history is just as fascinating as its design. First 

owned by Gracie Fields, the famed British actress, singer, and 

comedienne, and then the Duke of Buccleuch and Queensbury, 

this car has had no shortage of notable passengers. (We even 

have video footage of the Rolls being used to deliver Lady 

Elizabeth Diana Montagu-Douglas-Scott, aunt of the current 

Duke, to the Duke of Northumberland at Westminster Abbey on 

the couple's wedding day.)

Illustrious past aside, this Phantom II is in very nice condition — 

both inside and out. Thanks to a complete frame-off concours 

restoration followed by decades of meticulous care, the Rolls 

appears to be a well-kept original rather than a restored car. The 

exterior, with its gorgeous curves and Gurney Nutting styling, 

is elegant in two-tone blue with chrome and stainless steel 

accents, P100 headlamps, and art deco-inspired door handles. 

Once through the doors, riders are greeted with a chauffeur's 

compartment in black leather and complemented by a period-

appropriate wood dashboard that, admittedly, could benefit 

from refinishing. Behind it is a cozy passengers' compartment, 

upholstered in light blue wool broadcloth, that's suitable for a 

few or plenty spacious for two, depending on the occasion.

Mechanically, the Phantom II runs and drives well, a fact we 

attribute to its earlier restoration. (Of course, its many years 

of maintenance and proper storage have gone a long way to 

ensure its excellent state too.) Several marque specialists have 

described this car as "superb," and we couldn't agree more!
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F U N  F A C T  /  After Gordon Dysart purchased the Phantom II, he made a trip to Capri to visit Gracie 

Fields, who was running a small hotel and restaurant on the island, to ask her for information on the 

car. Armed with the details supplied to him by Ms. Fields, Dysart returned to the U.S. to begin work 

on a restoration that would remain authentic to the Rolls-Royce's original colors and materials.
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Timeline

1 9 3 4 The 1934 Rolls-Royce Phantom II Limousine deVille, 

VIN No. 55-TA, is ordered new by British actress, singer, 

and comedienne Gracie Fields through London Rolls-

Royce dealer H.R. Owen. 

1 9 3 5 The chassis is dispatched to coachbuilder Gurney 

Nutting in early January. Three months later, the car is 

complete and ready for delivery.

1 9 3 6 Fields sells the Rolls-Royce to “His Grace the Duke 

of Buccleuch and Queensbury,” who, at the time, was 

the largest private landowner in Europe with a total of 

280,000 acres to his name. The Duke’s family kept the 

car at the incredible Drumlanrig Castle in Scotland.

1 9 4 8 The Phantom II finds a new home with a Rolls-Royce 

hire service at 21 Cromwell Mews, Kensington, where it's 

mainly used for weddings and other special occasions.

Circa 1 9 7 0 The car is exported to the United States. 

1 9 8 0 Gordon Dysart, a well-known classic car collector, 

purchases the Rolls-Royce. He embarks on a 

restoration to bring the car back to its former glory.
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T H I S  C A R  C O M E S  W I T H :  extensive history and documentation + complete fitted tool set + show experience that includes CCCA and 

AACA Senior First Place awards

P H O T O S  &

Documents
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